40 YEAR OLD STORY OF PHOTOGRAPHS
COLLECTED BY MEHMET BKLDKRKCK

| would like to give you few details about myself. | was born in Konya, after
graduating Konya Lisesi (high school) in 1957 | moved to Istanbul and was admitted
to the Istanbul Technical University and | graduated from the Civil Engineering
Faculty of ITU. Then, | returned to Konya, my home town, and worked there as civil
engineer until 1995.

In January 1975 after the Cyprus war of 1974 we visited our friends in Cyprus. We
stayed two days in Magosa (Famagust a) and
Turkish side.

With our friends we decided to visit Famagusta. In the Salamis Bay area,
approximately 15 km from Famagusta we stopped and saw an abandon house, with
open doors and broken windows. We entered the house and saw scattered on the
floor some family photos. Without any hesitation | started collecting the photos,
Memories of a family who had fled their house. | put those valuable photos in my
archives hoping that one day | might have the chance to return them to their owners.

Not having the chance to show the picture to someone from Southern Cyprus | kept
the photos with me and 40 years passed by.

In 2014 | joinedacul t ur al tour to Eastern Anatolia t
and Di y provibcek €e majority of the people in the tour were of Armenian

origin from Istanbul, Paris, Athens. After long hours of travel and sightseeing as we

were resting and chatting about the monuments and history of the regions, | met Mrs.
SHENORIK ALTUN a Cypriot Armenian living in Istanbul.

| mentioned her about these photographs and she promised me that when she visits
Cyprus she would inquire about them.

Now Mrs. Shenorik Altun will tell you her part of the story.

In June 2014 | (Shenorik Altun) participated in a cultural tour that took us to ancestral
lands. It was very interesting to meet Mr. Mehmet Bildirici. Talking about past and
present historical events, | started telling about my stories as a Cypriot. Immediately
Mr. Bildirice told me about the photos he had collected from a Greek house in
Famagusta. He asked me if | could be helpful in locating the family. | said | will do my
best but was not very optimistic.

When, | visited my family and friends in Nicosia late January 2015 | contacted the

Armenian Representative in parliament Mr. Vartkes Mahdessian to help me with this
matter. He was so quick to start the enquiry. Soon he contacted me that the family
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was found. The photos belonged to the family of Mr. Photis Christoforou, who had
settled in Pafos (Cyprus) after escaping from Famagusta.

Mr. Photis was overwhelmed that after 40 years the photos were returned to them
Thanks to the human approach of Mr. Mehmet Bildirici.

Couple of days later Mrs. Maggy Mahdessian (wife of Mr. Vartkes Mahdessian) with
Mrs.Lena Bahadourian (sister in-law of Shenorik Altun) took the 3 hour journey to
Pafos and handed the photoes to Mr. Photis. There are some more photos given to
me by Mr. Bildirici that | will hand them on my next visit to Cyprus.

Below you will see the pictures taken in Pafos as the photos were being handed to
the owner Mr Photis Charalambous.

shenorikaltun@hotmail.com

| (Mehmet Bildirici) was in the Turkish Army from 1963-1965 where | worked as civil
engineer on military buildings. | never wanted to carry a pistol. | always believed in
peace and the friendship of nations.

In 1991 | decided to learn more and began to investigate about the ancient
civilizations of Anatolia, the cradle of the civilization. | have been working over this
project ever since. | started building my own Website on 2009, with 12.000 pages
and 80000 visitors in Turkish, English, German and others languages.

| am glad that the photographs reached their families. .I hope not a single family
leaves his or her house under war conditions.

My website: www.mehmetbildirici.com

Mail address: mehmetbildirici34@gmail.com
Telephone: 90 542 241 0302
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Mrs. Shenorik Altun, Mehmet Bildirici, Dikran Altun (her husband)
In Istanbul 16.02.2015



Shenorik Altun and Mehmet Bildirici with the photos



Fotis Christoforou in Pafos 2015



THE PHOTOS BEFORE 1974










